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OPERATIONS 
20 May 1949, A USAF Fairchild C-82A Packet, 48-572, of the 1227th Air Base Group, Goose Bay, 
Labrador, veers off runway during takeoff at primitive Arctic Isachsen airstrip, Isachsen weather 
station, Ellef Ringnes Island, Northwest Territory, Canada, at 1745 hrs. Zulu. Despite crew 



attempts to keep the aircraft from drifting to the left, the port landing gear catches a snow 
bank, increasing veer, then port propeller strikes snow pack at 90 mph and 2800 rpm, ripping 
engine from mount and making aircraft uncontrollable. Three crew uninjured but aircraft 
written off, abandoned on site. Hull used for a shelter for a time. Wreckage still on site. The C-
82 had delivered an engine and parts to repair a stranded Douglas C-54D-5-DC Skymaster, 42-
72614, with a failed number 2 engine. The position of the Skymaster had required a downwind 
takeoff run.  
 


